s
\CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

CASA OF THE MID-SHORE
TALBOT » DORCHESTER
QUEEN ANNE’S * KENT

Never believe that a few caring people can't change the w
For, indeed, that's all who ever havevargaret Mead

ANNUAL REPORT 2016




BOARD OF DIRECTORS
FISCAL YEAR 20162017

Moorhead Vermilye,
Stephanie Nagel,

President

1st Vice President

Neil Mufson, 2nd Vice President
Christine McWilliams, Secretary

Robert Cattaneo,
Mary Griffin
Herschel Johnson
Susan Mand|
Richard Potter

Treasurer

Patricia Spitaleri
Paula Statkiewicz
Brett Summers
Samuel Trippe

VOLUNTEERS

Betty Bartlett
Donald Beck
Pamela Beech
Howard Bernstein
Charles Bethel
Deanna Boston
Norman Boston
Kathy Canzoniero
Lori Cellluzzi
Sally Cicotte
Susan Clifford
Gloria Cornish
Robert Cowin
Sara Jane Davidson
Cherry Dearie
Dick Deerin
Richard Douma

Gloria Farrare
Francis Feagins
Beverly Ferguson
Robin Ferro
Peggy Ford
Susan Green
Billy Griffin

Joan Groce
Charlotte Hawes
Edith Hayman
Bonnie Haynes
Janet Healy
John Heil
Marian Herb
Millie Houck
John Hunnicutt
Mary Hunt -Miller

STAFF

Robin Davenport, Executive Director

Susan Schumacher, Assistant Director

Carol Heisterhagen, Executive Assistant (Retired)
Kay Lister, Executive Assistant

Judith Stevens Weaver, Case Supervisor
Christine Williams, Case Supervisor

Karen Orem, Office Manager

Jane Crawford, Volunteer Coordinator

Stacey Dezelon, Program Assistant

Mary Ford, Communications

Alison Irvin

Corrie James

Mettah Kollmann
Mignonne LaChapelle

Dahye Riggs
Deborah Roschli
Susan Roecker
Sandie Rosenbach

Mark Lappen Bill Silva

Linda Laramy Martha Slaughter
Clare Maguire Susan G. Souder
Pamela McGovern Darian Sump
Malcolm McKnight Kathi Swann
Bonnie Morro Marie Teat

Beth Mufson
Chancellor Pascale
James Pinkett

Blair Potter

Barry Raymond
Katherine Richardson
Stephen Rideout

Robin Van Meter
John M. Watters
Dorothy Whitcomb
Michele Williams
Hanna Woicke



B

FROM THE EXECUTIVE IRECTOR

Many of the children served by CASA

live outside of our peripheral vision.

Abused, neglected, or even abandoned
children may live down the street or around
the corner, but their situations can be difficult
for us to recognize. These are children that |
many in society would rat“

The children whose situations are most dire xecutive Director

typically come to the attention of authorities. When that happens,
our local Departments of Social Services keep busy providing
services to many of these children and their families and seeking
court protection for children when necessary.

It is here that CASA enters the picture, where we help to fill a need
in the child welfare system by providing screened and trained
Court Appointed Special Advocates to act solely on behalf of
maltreated children. Each CASA volunteer, as an officer of the
court, is required to bring crucial information to the judge about
what is in their appointed child's best interest. Because CASA
volunteers are usually assigned to only one case, they have time
to really get to know and learn much about their appointed child,
and they have time to assess the child's situation.

1 C U L
Robin Davenport



Several years ago Dorchester County Circuit Court Judge Brett

Wil son stated, oI have found CASA to
and effective addition to the processing of child neglect and

abuse cases in Dorchester County. Although the trial table at a

Child in Need of Assistance hearing is crowded with social workers,

parents, and attorneys representing the Department of Social
Services, the child, and the chil dos
uni qguely qualified to see that the ¢
the fore as the Court Appointed Spec

Studies reveal that children with CASA volunteers have their needs
identified more quickly than children without CASAs, and that
services to meet those needs are provided sooner.

Children with CASA volunteers achieve permanence more
often , perform better academically , and are less likely to
re-enter the child welfare system  due to victimization than
those foster children without CASA volunteers.

Local children have told our judges and magistrates that their
CASA volunteers know them best. Our courts rely on our volunteers
for their in -depth knowledge and assessments about children, and
these same children rely on CASA volunteers to give voice to their
needs, wishes, and futures.



Our focus at CASA of the Mid -Shore is on making a positive
difference for one child at a time, centering on hope and

unrealized potential. Notwithstanding the increasingly horrendous
daily news that seems to greet us many mornings, our work at

CASA proves that we have the capacity to improve our world.

That goal sounds lofty in light of substantial global and national
probl ems, but thatds just the point.
change world issues, we absolutely have the capacity to make a
difference in our own communities. What better way to positively
impact the future than to empower the life of a child? It is this

belief i that we can make a difference fi that continues to serve
as the foundation of our local CASA program.

Incredible local support, both human and financial, coupled with

the fact that there are children throughout the Shore who need

us, enables us to spread this belief throughout the four counties

that we now serve. In Fiscal Year 2016, that support translated into
72 skilled CASA volunteers serving 69 children in Talbot, Dorchester,

Queen Anneds, and Kent Counties. The
strong professional staff, a phenomenal IT volunteer, and an
involved Board, gives an i mpo+tant m

forgotten children.

And the message? o0We are here for you.©6




As we move forward we want to
be there for every child who
needs us. We want to reach
people interested in becoming
CASA volunteers, we hope to
create a stronger presence
throughout our service region,
and we need financial support.

If you are new to our organiza-

0 Doy O Upr - tion, please consider us in your

good where you are; annual giving plans and help

to make our communiti

IRt 0's Tt o Se vulnerable cnildren a priority.

of good put together

To those who already support us,
that overwhelm you have my deep thanks for

d. 6 believing in our mission and for
helping us create a better future
for these very worthy children.

t he worl

i Archbishop Desmond Tutu

With gratitude,

Robin Davenport

Robin Davenport
Executive Director




Who are the children served by CASA?

We are appointed to speak up for children whose lives have been
difficult. Abused, neglected, or abandoned and often removed

from the only home they know, these children need someone to
advocate for their needs, safety, and permanence. They need
someone who has the time and interest to get to know them and

learn about their fears and wishes. These one  -on-one relationships
tell the children that their lives matter i an important message for
them to hear.

Every day we see the benefits of how a CASA volunteer can make

a difference. We candt show you pict.
because we are honor -bound to confidentiality laws that protect

their privacy. We can, however, share statistics and demographics.

The chart below provides a snapshot of the ages, gender, and

racial identity of the Talbot, Dorcht
County children served by CASA in Fiscal Year 2016.

RACE AGE GENDER
10% Latino 19% 0-5 years

% Biraci
22% Biracial 19% 6-11years

29% African -
American 62%

12 years
39% and older
Caucasian




How does one become

a CASA volunteer?

We receive many inquiries from people

wanting to help neglected or abused

children. We are amazed and humbled Honorable Stephen H. Kehoe

bytheMid -Shor eds outpouri ri(’:f_g‘?TaBOTC"”"fynt erest
ircuit Court

and concern. We gratefully respond

to every call, where we explain the level of commitment and

involvement expected from our volunteer Court Appointed

Special Advocates.

O0CASA volunte
are the spark of
hope for chil

A CASA volunteer is an extraordinary person. Part listener and
mentor, the volunteer is always first and foremost a child advocate.
Through conversation and formal interviews, we hope to determine
if CASA is a good fit for each applicant and vice versa.

While our volunteers are unpaid, their work isin  every sense
a job and carries with it life  -changing responsibility and a deep,
personal investment.




What does a
CASA volunteer do?

Once a CASA volunteer is assigned
acase fi achild who needs court
protection due to maltreatment fi
he/she meets with a case worker to
become familiar with®N
circumstances and family history. The
CASA volunteer then meets the child,
usually in a supervised location; the
courthouse, their foster home, or wherever the child feels comfort-

able. Unlike mentor -speci fic programs, a CASA v
not to provide social outings, entertainment or gifts. As a court -

appointed advocate, a CASA is charged with learning about a

childés circumstances, making assessrt
and then making recommendations to the court.

Judges in all the counties we serve (Talbot, Dorchester, Queen

Anneds and Kent) tell us the same t hi
volunteers for a compassionate, unbiased analysis. They trust that

the CASA volunteer is not looking for a cause, but a solution. They

know we are all here for the child.

CASA volunteers are a solid, steady group. Some volunteers

remain with us for one case, while many others accept second,

third, and even fourth cases. Once a candidate completes

Pre-service Training and is sworn in as a CASA volunteer, they join

the ranks of fellow CASA volunteers in the program. They accept
assignment to a childés case when t he
in need and participate in continuing education throughout

the year.



This Annual Report is presented with profound gratitude
for the financial and in  -kind support we received
between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016.

Leaders
$20,000 & above

Administrative Office of the Courts

Department of Family Administration

George B. Todd Fund - MSCF

Grayce B. Kerr Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Mandl

Governor's Office of Crime
Control and Prevention

Mr. Bruce Wiltsie and Mr. Bill Davenport
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Mr. Martin Hughes and
Ms. Mary Ann Schindler
The Honorable Stephen H. Kehoe
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Mr. and Mrs. Brooke Kinney

Ms. Linda Laramy
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Advocates
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Champions
of Hope

Supporters who give
$1000 or more annually
become members of our
Champions of Hope
Giving Society




Hillsboro-Queen Anne Methodist Men
Mr. and Mrs. John Hockmeyer
Dr. and Mrs. Alden James
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Mr. and Mrs. Schuyler Benson
Bernard and Betty Hardesty
Charitable Foundation
Mr. Charles Bethel and
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Ms. Sandra Cuyler
Mr. and Mrs. C. Richard Davidson
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Deerin
Ms. Susan Delean -Botkin
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas DeMarco
Ms. Delia Denny
Dr. and Mrs. John Devine
Mr. and Mrs. John Devlin



Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Dickey
Dixon Valve & Coupling
Mr. Richard X. Donovan
Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Duffey
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Mr. W. Thomas Fountain
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Fox IlI
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Frame
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Mr. and Mrs. Bill Heisterhagen
Ms. Kathleen Hertelendy
Dr. Linda J. Hickman and
Mr. Melvin F. Hickman
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The Honorable and
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Mrs. Linn Ong
Mr. and Mrs. Charles O'Reilly
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles Riter
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Roberts
Mr. Theodore Roberts
Mrs. Marjorie Robfogel
Mr. and Mrs. Brooks Robinson
Ms. Anne K. Robson
The Honorable Thomas G. Ross
Rotary Club of Cambridge
Mr. and Mrs. Levi Ruark
Mrs. Adrienne W. Rudge
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Saff
The Honorable and

Mrs. Calvin Sanders
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Mr. James Fisher
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Ms. Carroll Harrison
Mrs. Edith B. Hayman
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Mrs. Judith Hines
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The Honorable and
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Kappa Alpha Theta
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rajacich
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Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Reynolds, Jr.
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Mr. Robert Samet
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Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. Schroth, Jr.

Mrs. Eunice B. Shearer
Mr. and Mrs. David Sherrill
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Showalter
Mr. and Mrs. Sophoclis Sophocleus
Ms. Patricia Stein
Ms. Megan Stroyan
Talbot County Council
Mr. William Thompson and
Ms. Susan Russell
Truist
United Way of Central MD
Ms. Lynn Van Der Veer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Vangilder
Ms. Vatice Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. B. Henry Ward
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Waters, Jr.
Ms. Marylou Whelan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard White

William T. Hunt Insurance

Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott Wimbrow
Mrs. Lola Wismer

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wood

Ms. Mary Woytek

Inokind

Attraction
DBS
Laurie Dennis /
Peach Blossoms Catering
Jerry Friedman
Gourmet By The Bay
Bud Hadford
Matt Johnson
Leibrose Jeweler
Lyon Distillery
Melissa Grimes -Guy Photography
Miles & Stockbridge Foundation
Mary Lou McAllister
Sherry McAllister
Michael McHale
John Murray
John and Gail O'Brien
Kelly Simonsen
Tidewater Times
George and Mary Torggler
Van Winkle Enterprises

In honor of

Jim and Sallie Griswold

The Honorable William S. Horne
The Honorable Karen Ketterman
Mary Lou McAllister

Sheila Osterman

Martha Slaughter

Richard M. Slaughter

Patricia Spitaleri
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In memory of
Bryson Goss
Laura S. Harrison
Betty Kehoe

Lin Layton

Bill Price

Contributors
in other ways

Mrs. Bobbie Ayers

Ms. Childlene Brooks

Mr. Mike Clark

Mrs. Joan Crowley

Mrs. Susie Dillon

Mr. Terry Effinger

Mr. Randy Esty

Ms. Jennifer Field

Mr. Tom Filbert

Mr. John Ford

Mrs. Peggy Ford

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Friedman
Mrs. Mary Griffin

Mr. William Griffin

Mrs. Karen Kaludis

Mrs. Libby Moose

Ms. Kendall Patterson

The Honorable Scott Patterson
Mr. Buddy Pine

Mrs. Bev Pratt

Mr. Vince Radosta

Mr. Rick Schumacher
Shipshead Farm

Mr. Tripper Showell

St . Mar kds Vil |l
Mrs. Sidney Davenport -Trond
Mrs. Mary Van Fossan

Mrs. Deanna Van Skiver

The Honorable Brett Wilson
Mr. Bruce Wiltsie

age

Celebrity Jockeys

Childlene Brooks
Jim Corson
James Kepley
Robert McWilliams
Chad Nagel

Judy Sandground
Patricia Spitaleri
Brett Summers
George Torggler
Dean Tyson
Deanna Van Skiver
Hanna Woicke

We have made every effort to include

all of our generous donors and have
triple -checked our spelling! Still, mistakes
do occur, and we apologize if you catch
one here. Please let us know if you notice
any errors so we can correct our files and
update our website. Thank you!




Financials for Fiscal Year 2016

July 1, 2015 8 June 30, 2016

This annual report represents the financial and in  -kind support we received
between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. Adjustments and modifications may
be identified during the annual audit.

INCOME

Events Donations Investment
Income
[ ]

EXPENSES

Management Fundraising
& General
6%
10%




